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Background for Workgroup Presentations 
 
The purpose of the workgroup presentations is to provide the PPDC with an update of 
activities.  Since the April 2009 PPDC meeting, the workgroup established three 
different subgroups: 

1.  Metrics of Success Subgroup – is recommending specific metrics to consider for 
communicating progress toward incorporating newer technologies in molecular and 
computational sciences and implementation of enhanced integrative toxicity testing 
strategies.  The subgroup is also suggesting metrics to evaluate the success of the new 
paradigm in achieving more effective and efficient protection of human health and the 
environment.  

2.  Stakeholder Issues Subgroup – is preparing a list of typical questions and 
concerns regarding integrative testing and assessment from the stakeholder 
community. These will provide advice on issues to emphasize to improve understanding 
of new emerging methods and their potential applications.   

3.  Biomarkers Subgroup – is developing a matrix of current and future biomarkers of 
effect and exposure that could be used in population health surveillance and 
biomonitoring as envisioned in the 2007 NAS on Toxicity Testing in the 21st Century. 
This subgroup is also summarizing discussions from its October 13th seminar on the 
specific issue of diagnostic biomarkers to identify health outcomes from exposed  
populations. 

At the October 2009 meeting, these three different subgroups will report out on their 
work in order to seek broader input and comment from the PPDC.   
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